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chosen few (nearly always the same); and if near a town, the
sex were always agreeably mingled with them. When thus
occupied, he was inaccessible to everybody, and if anything
pressing happened, it was his subordinate who attended to it.
Such was at the army the life of this great general, and such
it was at Paris, except that the Court and the great world
occupied his days, and his pleasures the evenings. At last,
age,, temperament, and constitution betrayed him. He fell ill
at Versailles. Given over by Fagon, the King's physician,
Coretti, an Italian, who had secrets of his own, undertook his
cure, and relieved hinr, but only for a short time. His door
during this illness was besieged by all the Court. The King
sent to inquire after him, but it was more for appearance sake
than from sympathy, for I have already remarked that the
King did not like him. The brilliancy of his campaigns, and
the difficulty of replacing him, caused all the disquietude.
Becoming worse, M. de Luxembourg received the sacraments,
showed some religion and firmness, and died on the morning of
the 4th of January., 1695, the fifth day of his illness, much re-
gretted by many people, but personally esteemed by none, and
loved by very few.

Not one of the Dues M. de Luxembourg had attacked went
to see him during his illness. I neither went nor sent, al-
though at Versailles, and I must admit that I felt my de-
liverance from such an enemy.

Here, perhaps, I may as well relate the result of the trial in
which we were engaged, and which, after the death of M. de
Luxembourg, was continued by his son. It was not judged
until the following year. I have shown that by our impli-
cating the Due de Gesvres, the Chief President had been de-
clared incapable of trying the case. The rage he conceived
against us cannot be expressed, and, great actor that he was,
he could not hide it. All his endeavour afterwards was to do
what he could against us; the rest of the mask fell, and the
deformity of the judge appeared in the man, stripped of all
disguise.

We immediately signified to M. de Luxembourg that he